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B E had which the Reader will 

bl here find, of the moſt extraordinary 
R Rocuz that ever yet ſuffer'd in England, 
was taken chiefly from his own Memoran- . [= 
dums, which are the beſt Authorities that 
can be produced for T bings which, accord- 
Ling to the Iniquity and Nature of them, 
were tranſafed with ſuch extreme Caution. 

| And it is certain, that the Lreateſt Part 
of bis dark Proceedings wo d ſtill haue 

| continued a Secret to the World, had it not 
been for this Diſcovery. And when we con- 
der that it is not a Man's Grandeur, or 


A 2 bigh 


- 
* * * 
„ 


bigh Station in the World, but the ſtrangl 
Adventures of bis Life, and his Art and 
Cunduct in the Management of I bings, 


which gives us a Curtſity of looking into 


bis Hiftory . I ſay, when this is granted, 


we need make no Apology for collecting theſe 


Materials, and offering them to the Pub- 
lick. For here they will meet with a Syſ- 


tem of Paliticks, unknown to Machiavel ; 
they will ſee deeper Stratagems and Plots 
form'd by a Fellow-without Learning or 
Education, than are to be met with in the 
Conduct of the greateſt Stateſmen, who have 
been at the Heads 0 

indeed, when T bings are rightly compared, 
it will be found that he bad a more diffcult 
Gaine to play ; for be was toblind the Eyes 
of the World, to find out Tricks to evade 


n 


1 


Governments, And 


other Side, to govern a Body of People who 
were Enemies to all Government; and to 
bring thoſe under Obedience to bim, who, 

at the Hazard of their Lives, avied in 
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1 ; 
. 
1 
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VVV 1 
Diſebedience to the Laws of the Land. This 
was ſteering betwixt Scylla and Chartb- 
dis; and af. be had nat been a very skilful © 
Pilot, he muſt long fince have ſplit upon a 

| Rock, either on one Side or the other. 
Io conclude: We bave not taken ſo much | 
Pans, to multiply a Number of Stories, || 
which would have ſwell'd the Bulk of theſe | 

Sheets, and increas d the Price, and perbaps | 
tired the Reader; we have only endeavour d | 

to trace him-thro' his ſeveral Steps. and | 

 Gradatzons, to account for the Palicy and 
| Cunning of his Management, relating only 

. ſuch Facts as we find moſily under bij own 

Hand, 7 85 
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Jonatl an Wilde, 


FROM, 
Us Birth to Ry Death. 


55 WILDE was born of . 


Parents in the Town of Wolverhampton, in the County 
of Stafford. His Father was not rich; however, he 
provided handſomely for his Family while he lived, by 
his Trade, which was that of a Carpenter: Bur he dying, 
and leaving 4 or 5 ſmall Child ren for the Widow to bring up 
and ſubſiſt, tis no Wonder if their Education was no bet- 


ter taken Care of. As for Jonathan, he ſhew'd early Signs 


of a forward Genius, and, whilſt a Boy, would commit a thou- 
land little Rogueries among thoſe of the ſame or a ſuperior 
Clafs, in which he diſcover'd a ready Wit, and a Cunning 
much abore his Years, cho? theſe Actions did not extend to 
. Nen 


* 


| Robbing, or any ſuch Crime; but I mean little colluſivfre 
Tricks, which ſerv'd to impoſe upon his Companions, Who 
had a leſs Faculty of diſcerning than himſ ell. 
At the uſual Age he was put Apprentice to a Buckle. maker, 
whom he ſerv'd 7 Years honefily. enough; when that Time 
Was expired, he carried on a little pedling Buſineſs himſelf in 
the ſame Way, bur wanted Application; which is generally 
' obſerv'd ro be the Fault of Men of brisk Parts: Work and 
he were too much at Variance, for him long to thrive by his © 


Trade; he ſeem'd to follow ir only at a Diſtance, often play- 
Ing the Looſe, wandering with the very worſt, tho' the mer. 
rieſt Company, and was particularly fond of the ſtroling 


\ Adtors that now and then frequented that Country. , _ 
After this manner he liv'd 3 or 4 Years, leading a Life of 
Pleaſure, diſturb'd with nothing, unleſs it was now and then 
with the Noiſe of a Drum, which he had as great an Antipa- 
thy to, as ſome Folks ro Cheeſe or a Cat; and therefore he 
thought it neceſſary to employ his utmoſt Cunning to avoid 
it; Which however, he could never have done, but by a 
| Trick which he was more beholden to Nature for than Art; 
this was a Knack of diſlocating his Hip-bone, which he could 
do without Pain, and thereby render himſelf a Cripple, and 
repoſe it in it's Place again without Trouble; this was parci- 
1 cularly uſeful ro him, and which he conſtamly perform'd, 
-Þ whenever his unlucky Stars brought him within Sight of 2 
KRed Coat. ͤã 1ù510?704%ᷣ 
In the Courſe of his Trading, he viſited ſome Market- 
Town, to pur off his Wares, at which time he us'd to hire a 
Horſe of his, Neighbour's ; and, at à certain time, when 
Trade grew bad on his Hands, he ſells his whole Cargo for 
VWhat he could get, rides to London, and ſells the Horſe. 
1 While he was thus ſpending in Gaiety and Pleaſure, the 
 Tirtle Fortune he had acquired by the Sale of his own Stock,  - + 
aud his Neighbour's Horſe, he got acquainted with ſeveral 
- Perſons of both Sexes, who were People of Merit in their 
Way, by whoſe Intereſt, and the Vivacity of his own Parts, 
He was recommended to an Employment of Truſt, in which 
he acquitted himſelf very handſomely, conſidering the Cor- 
ruption of rhe Limes; but after a while, finding it rather 2 
Poſt of Honour than Profit, he reſign'd, and went down int 
His own Country again: The Employment I mean, is that of 
ee 
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| Buſineſs . rhetefore he Tpurn d ar rhe © 


one of the firft viſ ters A had upon his Return to 
"Wolverhampton, was the Owner of the Horſe he had ſold, to 
whom he open'd his Caſe, telling him that he was not one 
- Farthing the richer for living in London, that he had ſpent 
every Groat, and if he rhrew him into Priſon, he Would loſe 
his Money, but that if he would favour him 10 as to give him 
Time, he would pay for his Horſe at a Shilting per Week; 
and fo the Agreement was made. | 
Mr. Wide, purſuant to the abore Terms, made two pay 
ments at the Time they became due; but neglecti ing the 4 
Payment, for a Fortoight or 3 Weeks, che Owner of the Horſe 
gave hima gentle Dun, telling him he had nor perform d his 


Contract, c. but was very much ſarpriz'd to find tHat Mr. 


Wilde was ſo far from making avy Excuſe for his Omiſſion, 
char he told him plainly he ſhould pay no more Money, and 
wonder'd at his Aſſurance of making Demands on him. hy, 
ſays the Crediror, did you not run away with my Horſe, ſet him 
af London, and put the Monty fn your own Pocket ? 1 did ſo, 
anſwer'd Fonathm, but that Affair was ſettled by an Agreement 


between us, that 1 ſhould pay you fo much Maney by week(y Pa- 


ments, in Conſideration thereof ; therefore that Caiſe is at an 
End. Very well, reply'd the Creditor, why don't you pay me ac- 


cerding to that Contrag then No, en, Fonathan, that Con- 
trat is obſolete, and of no Effect. 


ow' lo ? ſays the Creditor. 
Why you'll a, ſays Fonathan, that articles bf Agreement, 
or Contracts not fulfill'd, are broken; and Articles once broken, 


w_ ſabfift afterwarilss Now our Articles are broken 2255 tinued 
| r 


he, for I have made but two Payrhthts, when. there are three 


R 


It was not Jong after | this, that he {ut the making of | 
Buckles too mechanick ati Employment tot ON N Hi 
works be to he confin'd ro ſuc ſervile work; 1 
he eaff] percety'd. he” had Qccalic rf Wore: Money | 
his Han $ could procure Him in 6 he a narrow 

and. 210 Jes, | 
18 his” Hands c 


Means of getting a 


bow or other, to trafzlet the Laden 

that of the Hed, 25 beitg che moſt Ukefy 

Livelihood fit for 1 Gentiemad. 15 1 

Big with Hopes, He fet out för London ber more; buf | 
8 if he chrew himſelf entirely 8 on 9 aud refoly a to. 
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e long ago, therefore F awe u rothing, and nothing 1 will, pay | ; 
you, I mention this Stot y to ſew chi Fon alla an ha ad a Ge 
| for the Study of the Law. 


' eburt her Favours, he begun his Journey on Foot, and with 
no more than nine Pence in his Pocket; and the firſt Day he 
was ſo lucky as to meet with the Goddeſs in the ſame Shape 
as the Poets deſcribe her, viz, That of a Woman, (travel= _ 
ling co Warwick, in her Way to London,) The Lady was on 
-— Horſeback; but however, ſhe was ſo good - natur d as to let 
AM: ane keep Pace with her fer 3 or 4 Miles, till by a little 
Converſation they grew intimate, and acquainted with each 
others Circumſtances : She told Jonathan the was an itinerant. 
DoRreſs, and cur'd. People of all Diſtempers; and that ſhe 
had been riding about the Country for the Good of the Pub- 
lick. Jonathan deſired her then to give him her Opinion about 
his Leg and Thigh, which he preſently put out in the manner 
before mentioned; the Gentle woman alighted from her Horſe, 
and handling Fonathan's Parts, ſhe found his Hip-bone was 
out of irs Socket, a great Exuberance on the back Part there · 
of, and the Knee and Foot turn d almoſt behind him. 
She was amaz'd to ſee this ſudden Alter ation, without be · 
ing ſenſible of the Cauſe, and was very much troubled to 
know what ſhe ihould do wich the poor Fellow in that Con- 
dition; but h enn put her out of Pain, defir'd her to 
mount her Hole, and he would accompaay her into Toun; 
and thereupon replaces the Joint, and walks along before her 
with great Briskneſs and Alacrity. When ſhe was throughly 
in form'd of the Trick, ſhe intimated how uſeful this Deceit 
might be made to them both, if he would leave it to her 
Management; and all the Trouble he ſhould be ar, was to lie 
2 Bed for 9 and cat and drink whatever he had a 
mind to. Upon which, ſhe let him into à Secret, that ſnuẽe 
knew no more of Phyſick and Surgery than her Horſe, and 
only pretended to it for a Livelihoo t. 


: 


it may be imagin'd, that Fenatban was not difficult to be 
wrought on to ſuch good Purpoſes; for he nevet was an Ene- 4 
my co Kating and Drinking in his whole Life. - Accordingly x 
__ 8 Jae 0 hs RNS ingo * oe the Ever | 
ing, in the Circumſtances of a poor decrepid Beggar- ma. 
Ihe Doctreſi ſet up at the beſt Inn in the ä — for a 
Boom, abd call'd the Landlord, telling him, ſhe found a pvor _ 
miſerable Object upon the Road, that ask d Almg of her, which 
| the preſently reliev'd., bur ſeeing him a likely'young Bellow, 
ae 4nd infirm, the commiſcrared his tad Conditions aud —&@ 
thought..4 greater AG of Chatity could not be done, On - 
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the ſextiag this poor Man upon his Legs, that he might there. 
by be enabled to get 4 Livelihood by his Labour and In- 

duſtry; and therefore, ſays ſhe, if you have an eminent Sur- 
geon in Town, 4 Mat of Honuer and Probiry, that will un- 


dertake his Cure, [ will be at the Expence of it my felf, and 


give him à ſuitable Reward. 


Accordingly. a Surgeon was ſent for, ro whom Madam 
declared herſelf in like manner; and the Surgeon took 2 Sur- 
-vey of the Part affected. He ſaw the Natute of his Lameneſs, 
and therefore only ask'd Fdnatban how long ago this Miſ- 


fortune happen'd to him? He anfwer'd, in a whining Tone, 


About eight Tears; and thercupon refates a plaufible Story of 
His falling off 'a Tree in a Country Village, where no Help 
was to be mer w th, and his Mother being a poor Woman, had 
not wherewithal to pay 2 Doctor, c. but pretended to be 


very mach caſt down: When the Surgeon, add reſſing himſelf 


to the Gentle woman, faid, Madam, it would be no leſs than a 
Robbery to take your Money, for there's no Pcſſib lity of ſerving 
bim; the Bone having been ſo long miſplac'd, has contracted 4 
new'Situation, ani the Head of the Bone formed 4 Socket ſo formi- 


able, that "twinld be unnatural now to remove is thence, ſa that 
we muſt les it reſt as it is. This did nor ſeem to ſatisfy the 
SGentle woman; ſhe was ſure, ſhe ſaid, the Limb might be re- 


unc d 10 its proper Place, with due Care, if he would apply bomen- 


 Fations,” and other proper Medicines to the Part, for the Relaxa- 


$ion of the Ligarhems, &c. This was diſputed ſome time with 


Warmth, between che Male. and the Female Surgeon, till ic 
ended, as often Arguments do, in a Wager of fitty Guineas; 


and the Lady herſelf was to take the Matter into her own 
Hauds.* Whereupon the Patient was blooded, and then put 
into a warm Bed; Stupes were mice of abundance of Herbs, 


and the Fomentation apply d, or pretended Jo to be, ſeveral 


times a Day. The Surgeon viliced him once in 24 Hours, ang 


the Genrlewoimin continued with him all rhe while, for cen 
_ Dayx together; in which Time honeſt Fonatban ated his Part 


4o well chat he röat'd himſelf hoarſe. as ir is ſuppos d, for 
the Pain he underwent in chis extraordinaty Operation. At 


| length, one Morning,” as the Surgeon, our Quack Dockreſz, 
and 3 or 4 of the Town, were coming up Stairs, they heard 
the Patient, inflead of groaning ani 


| g nd making diſmal Cries, 
Knging, *xvhiſiling, and what nor; fo they all buſt late hs 


Chamber, aud preſently uk d the Occaſion of his Na 2 
* * * 1 3 N Mt 2 f 1 4 * * - a 5 ? 2 F þ 7 ets” \ * — a. ; 88 2 : . | 
10 1 bar; re Gn Oh e nathan 
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A told them he never knew ſo much Pleaſure in all his 

Liſe- time; for now he ſaid he was as free from Pain as e er a 
one in the Room. 1 
The ſly Doftreſs defir'd to be inform'd how and at what 
time he loft his Pain, and became ſo. eaſy as he now own'd 


| himſelf to be? He anſwer d, that about 3 aClock: 3bat Arn · ) 
F ing (not h:ving ſlept for 4 Nights before) he fel into à Doſe, ant 


N dream d that two Angels lifted bim out of Bed, and carryd him 
Jp 1hro' ſeveral Regions, of which he could give no Account, and ſep 
him domn upon a fine Bank of Flomurs, en the Side of a Rivulep ; 
en the.other Side af which were beautiful Walks, plealant Groves, 
and curious Water-works, and in the Center of all, a, Pavilion of, 
Ivory, of extraordinary Wor kmenſhip particularly; the Sculpture: 
the Roo was adorn'd with Birds of all Kinds inlaid; and onthe. 
© Inſide a Throne Y. pure Gold, where ſat his kind and good Benefac-. 
tree. At the Sight of her, continued Jonathan, I roſe up, in 
Haſte, thinking to ſwim the -Rivulet, when a Noiſe like Thunder 

awaken'd me, and I found my ſelf in this Bed, in perfect Health. 
and Eaſe. The cunning Gentle woman cry'd alend, Then 
went the Bye into its Place. With that they turned down the 

Bed Cloaths, and found Jonathan a, whole Man, to the great 
W a che Company. . 8 


1 AG Xn di ed and 


. This extraordinary Cute was look'd upon a 4 Kind of Mira. - 
- cle: and the Surgeon own'd it as ſuch, paid che Money, 

1 1 50 Guineas ) and clear'd the Cafe up to every Body 

c || Yom any. a e of Deceit.,, Zenathan, in two or three 

3 Days cine Abroad, but limp'd à little; and Madam, Doc- 
n | refs gave publick Notice that ſhe ſhould ſtay a Week in that 
it Town, for the fake of the diſcaſed Poor of the Country, lo 

55 whom ſhe would make up ſame Papers of Powderi that ſhould 
al cure them of all Diſorders, and make it the healchieſt Part 
4 of the Kingdom, for which the would take nothing of them 
n but whax the Medicines coſt her dt of her Pockergaccording. 

Ic - DK EMI MLNIERE e s won Sat - 
r || I be News tun, like chat of a great Victoty gain'd over the 


ic || French and Spaniards, and People of all Candirions,.. Age 
„ | and Sexes, came to Warwick, ſo that Zonathan could, nor | | 
1 pound Brick duſt faft enough for Sale; the Price of a ſmall | = 
1 [bw 85 of which, wich a Mixture of Brimſtone, e, came 


? By this Scratagem the Wcman's Fame was ſo rain, tha 
w | when Fonath.n and ſhe compured their Gains, they * 5 


. Wheedled the Female Quack, and t 


( 12 5 


after. all Charges were deduted, that they were much abour 


foo J. in Pocket, with which they ſer our early in the 


Morning, and arriv'd at London fafely in two Days following, 


Here Jonas ban lived a merry Life as long as the Money laſted, 
aud being feduced by the Pleaſures of the Town, had no 
Thought of getting more, till urg'd thereto by Neceſſity. But 


now an unlucky Accident happen'd, which feem'd to give an 


M Turn to his Affairs, for his Lady Doftreſfs took it into her 
Head to fall out with him; whether it be that ſhe was jealous 
of his havidg ſome new Amour, or whether ſhe could not 
bear his Kxtraragance, is a Piece of Hiftory we cannot clear 
up'; but let it be which it will, there aroſe ſuch a furious 
Cusrrel bet wint them, that ſhe arreſts him in an Action of 
Debt, and he he ing defticire both of Credit and Friends, 


could meet wirh no Body who wou d venture to bail him, ſo 


that he was thrown into the compter, where he lay à conſide. 


_ "Here he laid the Foundation of all his future Greatneſs; 


for it muſt be obſerv'd, that the Compter is the Place where 
common Thieves and Pickpockets taken in the Ciry, are firſt 
carried, "ay ſoon as they are apprehended ; Jonathan took 
care to eultivate an Acquainrance and Intimacy with them all, 
and as they are an enterprizing Body of Mev, there ſeem'd to 
be a Kit L F aud chat of Fo» 
nathan; To that they ſoon crept into anorher?s Secrets; he 


. Beeame acquainted with all their Aich and Stratagems; and 


when the Tro Hand of Juſtice had laick hold of them, and 
ey were intangled in Difficulties, he ofcen pur ſach Quirks 
an& Evafions in their Heads, and gave them Juch Advice, as 


7 


. ſometimes prov'd of great Advantage to them; fo.thar he 


became a kind. of Oracle amongft the Thieves. 
After he had lain a cotifiderable Time in the Compter, he 
wheedled the F k, and brought her to ſuch Tem- 
per, thar mne wir prevalfd upon to give him his Liberty. He 
had now a numerous Acquaintance, with whom he conftancly | 
afſociated; "thefe were the Thieves (as has been before ob- 

ſerv'id ;) there was no Enterprize they went upon, whether 
in Fown or Country, e acqugiuted Jonathan with the 
Particulats of their Sucteſi, whar Booty they gor, ahd' what 
Hazards they run, fo communicative are hell ate to 
thoſe ho keep them Company; yer, ar the Beginning, he 
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take them out of that Hand, and to put the Money into itz 


im an Action, * Font bun gave Bail to the Action, 
ünd ſo a Suit 


( f 
they could never — with him 19-80 aner 


Adventure. 8 1 
At firſt, he drove but « poor. polling Trade,: only | 


People to Writings, which che Thieves could make no Profe 


af, and. which could be of no Uſe but to the Owners, and ian 
chis he at firſt acted with ſuch extream Caution, for fear of 


coming within tlie Penalty ot the Laus, that aſter he had 


bargain'd wich the Peop e and they were come by his A 
ointment. to pay the Money, and receive the Writings, 
ed them into a Room contriv d for that Purpoſe ; ; where 

puſhing back à ſmall; Pannel of. the Wainſcoat, a Hand ud 

co appear with the Writings, in it, and the Parties were 10 


wichout their ſeeing, the Body which belong'd to it 30 ſo that 
they could not lay. he had ever taken any of thein Money, - 
or receiy'd the ſtolen Goods; yet the Succeſs and Tucourage- 
575 be fan with, aue his aer nen 10 
at Affair. 

The firſt Thing chat gave him aby Fomez was 4 Diſpure that 
he had wich Cornelius Tilburn, à noted Quack Doctor, wha 
being robb'd of ſome Goods, and hearirg of Fonathan Wilde, 


 apply'd to him for the Recovetꝝ of them; but aftet they had 


treated ſome Time they cou'd- not agree about the Price 3 
upon the whole, Tilburn was vex' d he ebu'd not have his 
Goods agzin, and thinking Jonathan had them, he arteſt s: him 


Li was commenced, which was ſo well de- 
fended on Fonathan's Side, that Tilburd was not- ſuited, 
and Coſts were giren ro Fonathan, This gave him a Repura- 
tion amongſt his good Friends che Thieves, — 8 
nat han the beſt Factor or Agent they''could empley. | 
_ Having now ing roſs d the Whole T raffick of ſtolen Gobas FE 
to himſelf, he became as-uſeful to the Thieves as they ute 
0 him; for now by his Cred it they had a fafſe Way ob making 
175 oney of every Thing which fell inte their Hands, whereas 
before they tun as, great Hazards: of: being diſcover d anil 
0 80 to. Juſtice v hen chey went about t diſpoſe . of * 
oods, a8 they did in ſtealing them. 
Bur, as the Thieves firſt ſer. him up only 23 their-Paftor; he 
by Degrees made ue their Maſter and their Tyrant; he 
divided the City and Suburbs into Wards, or Divifions; and 
appointed ene who were ig ate. 4 egels Ward, and 


3 | e kept 1 


/ 


Ns _—T 

them y to cheir Duty 3 he alfo'call'd them to 2 ve - 

ry exact Account, and made them produce hat they had got, 
aud tho' it were Money, he would have his Dividend; and 
it was no leſs than Death to ſin upon him, as he term d it, 
ſor there was ſcarce any valuable Thing ſtole, but he heard 


ol ir, and knew who the Perſon muſt be that rock it. 


Thu is pain, by what happen d to a Gentlewoman at chick · 
ney, who us d to let Lodgings: A Lady, who came attended 
by a Footman and a Maid, took a Lodging in her Houſe; the 


firſt Day they had Poſſeſſion of it, they broke open a Scru- 


tore belonging to the Gentle woman of the Houſe, which was 
ſaltof Chince and Muſlin, and very dexteroully carried off 
the whole Cargoe; it was a great Loſs to the poor Woman, 
who lamenting wich her Neighbours, they advig'd_ her to go 


10 Jonathan Milde, and öffer a Sum of Money to recover 1 | 


ſhe” went accordingly, and when ſhe gave him an Account 
where ſhe liv'd, and what ſhe had loſt, - he call'd to bis Book. 
keeper to ſearch the Books, to know it any pf cheir People 
had been lately our to take the Air at Hackney, The Fellow 
having examin'd, anfwer'd immediately that Wapping Moll 
had been there, and chat Tawney Beſs was her Maid, and Har- 
ry Smart her Feotman: Fenathan appear d in a Paſſion, and 


Curs id them ſufficiently; but appointed the Gentle woman to 


come again in a'firtle Time, when he procured the Things, 
upon her paying the Money agreed for © 
Thus he made them all pay Contriburion, 'whether they 
made Uſe bf him in the aifpofing of Things or no: Anf 
when the late Act was made, which gives Pardon to one Fe · 


on for convicting another, he became abſolute over them all; 


for if any of chꝭE· m difoblig'd Mm, or 23 he eall'd it, rebe!l'd, 
he took them up. ind thereby got the Reward appointed by 
A& ot Parliament for raking Highwaymen ;'On the contrary, 
when any of his own People were taken, which he had 2 
Mind to ſave, then heiendeevonr'd to take ſome other; then 


his own Man claiming rhe Benefit of the Act, became an Evi- 


dence. When ever any intertoping Traders ſtarted up in the 


Buſineſs, that is, People who le up for themſeſves, without 


paying him any Contribution or Homage, or holding any Cor- 


Tefpondenee with him, he did all he could to take them; and 


if: ſuch were otherwiſe" taken up on Suſpicion, or upon any 


Information, and Evidence was wanting to convict them, no- 


thing was more common than for him to take vp one of his 
1 | N — a x : own 
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own Fellows, whoſe Liſe was always in his Power, and make 


him ſwear himſelf into ſome of the Robberies, of which che 


others were ſuſpected, whereby their Evicence might obtain 
ſome Credit with a Jury, and Jonathan was intitled to che 
And thus by taking ſome of his own. Gang now and then, 
becauſe they had diſoblig'd him, and apprehending others, 
becauſe they were not of his Gang, and hanging them in the 
manner before deſcribed, he was reckon'd a very uſe ſul Man; 
and was often call'd upon by the Court to look at the Peiſo- 
ners, and give them Characters; which ſeem'd to have great 


Weight at char, Time. And ſometimes, by ingenious Quirks, 


and managing the Jur ies or Kvidences, he has brought of ſome. 
of his Favourites, who had been taken in the very Fact for 

which they were committed; as he did once by two FeYows, _ 
who having committed a Robbery on the Highway, and ſe- 
veral Perſons well mounted and arm d happening to come by 
immediacely, they were purſued and taken, with the Gentle- 
mens Watches and Rings about them; and being forchwich 
carried before a Juſtice of. Peace, were by him committed to 
Newgate, Within a Day or two of the Seſſions, Jonathan en- 
quiring the Names ef the Proſecutors, went to them. and 
ask'd them if they had not been robb d by ſuch and ſuch 


Fellows, now in Newgate 2 The Gentlemen anſwered. they 


had. Fonathan pretended a great Spleen to thoſe Fellows, 
who he ſaid were the greateſt Rogues in the whole World, 


aud that he would have hang'd them long ago, if he could 
| have found them; and therefore begg d of the Gentlemen, 


that he might aſſiſt them in managing the Proſecution, and 


he wou'd engage the Raſcals ſhould nor elcape : The Gentle- 


men very willing to have Patt of the Trouble taken off their 
Hands, accepted che Offer. Accord ingly they appointed to 
meet at a Tavern in the eld. Bally, on the Morning which 

was appointed for the Trial of the oY 14 : When they 
met, he told them there was a great Croud in the Court. and 
that they had better ſtay there till the Tryal ſhould begin; 
which he ſaid would not be till about Three - Clock in the 

Aſternoon. In the mean Time a Dinner was beſpoke to be 
ready at One; and Jonat ban ſent à Man to wait in che Court, 


with Orders to call them when the Tryal came 91 Frnathan. 


made ſuch good Uſe of his Time, that whether by putting 


lomerhing | es che; Liguocy: of by Bt Driving. 0 B58) 
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8 bytir is certain he made the Gentlemen very drunk, 
who paſs'd away the Time till Evening, without thinking 


— 


the Matter; at which time one of them wondring that their 
Meſienger had not cad them, they Tent another to the 


Court, to know what was doing there; when they found the 


Court was broke up, aud the two Highway men were dif. 
charg'd, there having no Evidence 2ppear'd'againft them, 
By all the beforementioned Tricks and Artifices, he 
paſs*d for a Man of ſo much DON TOTES Ne 
that the Thieves began to think he could hang or ſave 
whom he pleas'd; ſo that all Malefactors, whether of his 
gwn Gang or not, after they were taken, uſed to flatter 
themſelves, that if they cou'd raiſe any Money for him, 


de wou'd bring them off; and even after they were con- 


gemned, they were of Opinion that his extraordinary In- 
tereſt might procure them a Reprieve, or have the Sen- 
tence chang'd to Tranfportation.” n. 
It is certain, that it was one of his Arts to make them 

believe fo : and he uſed particularly to affect an extraor- 


dinary Acquaintance with certain ſuſtices of the Peace 


and Uſed to lea ve Word at Home, that if any Body ſhoul 
enquire for him, he was gone to ſuch a Tavern, to meet 
— ſoch-a- one. The, Uſe he made of inſinuating this 
otion into their Heads, was, that it any Information 
mould be given to theſe Juſtices, againſt any of his Friends, 


de ſhould have timely Notice of it from them or their 


Clerks, ſo that the Party might get ont of the Way; which 
was a material Thing towards keeping his People always 


©" The Reader will imagine, by what has been here rela- 


ted, chat he muff be à Perſon of no uncommon Parts: 


—— Togovern a Commonwealth already fix'd and eſta- 
bliſyd, is no moi e than what may be done by any common 


"Capacity ; but to form and eſtabliſh a Body of ſuch la w- 
leſs People into what we may call a Form of Government; 


to erett a Commonwealch like that of the Bees, in which 


[there ſhou'd be no Drone, in which every Member was 


oblig'd to Fo forth and labour, and to bring an Offering 


to Him their King, of Pärt of che Prodytt of their Cun- 


n ſo many Years to eyade the 
Punifhments appointed. by the Laws of all Nations, for 


| ſuch Perſons as make no Difference betwirt Meum and 
4 | h 5 : One FE a 
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Tuum ; and to live not only in 2, Toleration, but even in 


1 a kind of Credit, amongft the People he was robbing eve-. 
1 Ty Day, and to eſca pe the Plots and Conſpiracies of his 
& own treacherous Subjects. —— I ſay, to be able to manage 
& all this, muft proceed from an admirable Wit and Cun- 
1 ning, and a therough Obſervation of the Humours and 
weak Sides of Men. 8 ES 
g 7 But to return to our SubjeR, we have taken Notice in 
Y what manner Fonathan's Revenues were rais d and increasd; 
e but as his Subjects were ſo frequently taken off by untime= 
s ly Ends, his Royalty wou'd by Degrees have declin'd and 
* funk at laſt to little or nothing, if he had not by admirable 
1, Foreſight and Care provided future Thieves both for him- 
Yo ſelf and the Gallo bs. o 
. The Mint in Southwark was the Country where Jonathan 
1 vſually went to raiſe Recruits, when his Army began to 
7 grow thin and weak; there, I ſay, he conſtantly beat up 
= for OS and moft of his beſt Men came from 
* thence, „ „„ 
. Hleknew eit was the Place where Tradeſmen, who had 
Fi met with Misfortunes, firſt retir'd to; that it was the con- 
et Rant Retreat of all thoſe whom Idleneſs, or Extra vagance 
is Had render d obnoxious to the Law —— He knew alſo 
$4 that People under thoſe Circumſtances commonly brought 
s | 2 little Money with them at their firft geing over, which 
ir | being ſoon ſpent, by revion of their. being out ef Buſineſs 
n | fo get more, they muſt of Conſequence be reduc'd to ex- 
ys tream Neceſſity, till which time he did not judge them 
i Tightly qualified for his 3 2 4rd tid at 
2- As was let into this Secret of his Proceedings by a 
5 Story from his own Mouth, I ſhall relate the Method and 
7 Way he went to Work with the Gentlemen Minters. 
dn _. Firſt, He made himſelf acquainted, with all the Peagle | 
* | vio Rene publick Houſes, whether Taverns, Ale-houſes, 
by + | or the V enders of the royal Liquor commonly calbd Gin; 
ch from theſe he learn d from Time to Time bat People 
14 were newly come over, and if be lik d the Deſcription: of 
ng their Perſons, and the Account of their Circumſtances, 
n. || te took ſome Opportunity of getting into Company with 
he them; and being facetious, as well as frank and open in 
or Converſation, made himſelf very agreeable to thoſe ſort | 
ud of People, always e to compaſſienate their Mis- 
m FEES i, | 1 75 n | 
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(18) 
fortunes, and to ſhew his Generoſity, would treat them, 
and make them drunk, and ſometimes perhaps lend them 

' ſmall Matters in their extream Neceſſities: 50 that he has 
ſometimes confeſs'd, that by half a Crown well difpos'd, 
that is lent with a certain Manner of which he was Mafter, 

he has ſometimes got fifty, and ſometimes a hundred Pound. 

We ſhall prove this by an Example —— Jonathan came 
acquainted with a certain broken Cheeſemonger, who had 
taken Refuge in the Mint; This poor Fellow, being de- 
lighted with his Converſation, ſpent the little Money he 

Hed ſa ved from the Ruin of his Trade, in i him 

Company; when all was gone, Forathan now and then 
Jent him ſome ſmall Matter, and obſerving him to be 
young, active, and a Fellow of Spirit, work'd upon him, 
and brought him into his Meaſures, by repreſenting to 

Him the miſerable Proſpect he had before him; telling him 
be deſerv'd te be damn'd; if ſuch a clever Fellow as he 
mould want good Cloaths.on his Back, or Money in his 
Pocket, and that all the World would deſpiſe him; there- 
Fore, ſays he, take my Advice, and get Money —— The 
Advice was good and ſeaſonable ; for there was nothing 
In the World the poor Fellow wanted more ; But how to 

do it, was the : Difficulty — therefore he begg'd his 

Friend Jonathan to give him ſome Advice in that impor- 

tant Affair. Z——ds, ſays Jonathan, I knew a great ma- 
ny clever Fellows, who keep the beſt Company in Town, 
and make very ſmart Figures, and if they have not Six- 

"pence in their Pockets now, they'll have Money enough 


S, it the ny Money to 
be had, betwixt this and Beth, or this and Tunbridge. = 


© "Now the Cheeſemonger began to apptchend' his Friend, and 
in his Neceſſity and Deſpair, faid' he wou'd do any thing; 

bur he had neither Horſe nor Arms, nor any means of pur- 
chaſing them; bur Jonathan, who did. nothing by Halves, di- 
. Feted him where good Hortes were to be hired for the Ule of 
the Gentlemen of the Snaffie, and gave him as much Money 
"as wou'd pay for the Hire, he alſo directed him to go upon 
the Epſom Road, telling him there was no Gentlemen out up- 
on the ſame Lay that Way—— And thus our Cheeſemonger was 
turn d inro a Gentleman, and equip d like a Kuight Krrant in 
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m After he had loitei'd about the Road for ſome Time, he 
IS | ſaw one Man 2 Horſeback coming towards him without any 
d, Servant or Attendance ; him he ventur'd to ſtop, and com- 

5 mand ing him to deliver, the Man ſurrender'd all the Money / 
d. be had without any Words, which prov'd to be nine Guineas, 

ie and ſome Silver: As ſoon as our new Highwaymen found him - 

d ſelf in Peſſeſſion of the Money, he made the beſt of his way 

e- Home, without ſeeking any more Adventures that Day. 

ne HFle was no ſooner alighted, but he found Jonathan, who 
m waited to receive him, to whom he very frankly gave an ac - 

en count of what he had done, and what he had got, with all 

be the Circumſtances, thinking he had behaved himſelf very 

m, hand ſomly for a new Beginner; nay, Jonathan himſelf prais d 

to him, and for his Eacovragemenr took from him but four Gui- 
im neas of the nine, leaving him five as a Mark of his Favour, 

he The Fellow-continu'd every now and then ro make Excur- 

lis ſions, ſometimes on one Road, ſometimes on another, con- 
e- ſtantly doing Bufineſs by himſelf ; and if we may believe Fo-. * 
he nathan, he always left the Fellow handſomly of what ke got, 
ng | whether it happen'd to be little or much; but this we muſt 

to take upon his Credit: But however that be, the Cheeſemonger 

his | was ſo diſcontented, that he reſolv'd to deſert his Service, 
or- and ſee what he cou'd do for himſelf 
a- Accordingly, ſome Time after he diſappeard, nor cou'd, 
vn, Jonathan find him out by all the Inquiry and Search he cou'd 
Ix- make: Fonathan rail'd Joudly againſt him, ſaying, Thus am 1 
gh ſerv'd by a-parcel of Raſcals when I have put Bread into their 

£9 Aout he; but I'll hang him if there was not another Rogue in 

| England: For while he was thus enrag'd againſt the Deſercer, 

Ind ſome People, who had been robb'd upon the Oxford Road, 1 
ng; came to make Propoſals for the Recovery of ſome Watches 
Jur- and Pocket- Books which had been taken from them. Jena - 
di- than conſulted his Books, and found that no Gentleman under 
of his Command had been our upon that Road for a Fortnight 
ney | before; wherefore he was very inquiſitive to know what fort 
pon of Man the Perſon was who had committed thoſe Robberies; 
up- and according to their Deſcription, and by other Circumflan.. 
Was ces, he was pretty ſure ir muſt be the deſerting Cheeſemonger. _ 
tin | He therefore fer cut rowards Oxford well mondted, and. 


well arm'd, inrending to renew his Acquainrance with is 
| old Friend, who, according to teveral Reports, had met with |; 
ter | Sood Luck upon that Road 3 1 jog d on cafily, viſiting all 


| ( 20 J 5 
the Villages which lay in the By-Roads, both on the Right. 
and Left, going into every Ion, looking into the Stables to 
ſee the Horſes, and drinking with all the Hoſtlers and Cham- 
berlains, and enquiring of them what Company they lately 
had; which was his conſtaut Method when he went in Search 


of a Deſerter. | 


* 


He ſpent much Time in this manner to no Purpoſe, when 


moving on towards Oxford, he mer a Coach which had been 
Juſt robb'd, the Coachman giving him Warning to take Care, 
and telling him the Place where they had been attack d, was 
not above a Quarter of a Mile eff: Upon this, Jonathan en- 
quires the Number of the People who had robb'd them ; rhe 
Coachman told him ir was done by a ſingle Man, and in de. 
1cribing him, confirm'd Jonathan it muſt be the Cheeſmonger : 
Upon this Aﬀurance, he fers Spurs to his Horſe, and coming 
to the Spot which had juſt before been the Scene of Action, 
he rakes a View of the Ground, confidering.with himſelf 
what a Man of any Diſcipline wou'd do after ſuch an Inci- 
dent, in order to puzzle and beguile his Purſuers'in caſe any 
Nue - and. Cry ſhou'd be rais'd to purſue him, he ſpied a Lane 
upon the Right-hand, and concluded with himſelf, that if the 
Cheeſe monger was a Man of Conduct, he muſt have firuck down 
that Lane; in which he had nor rid far, bur he came in Sighr 
of a Man ina great Coat, well mounted; he judg'd now he 
was come to the End of his Enquiry, and therefore ſlacken'd 
is Pace, that he might prepare himſelf for Battle. The 
Man before, hearing the Tread of 2 Horſe, look'd back; 
bur ſeeing no more chan one Man, he thought it had not the 
Appearance of 2 Purſuir, and therefore he never mov'd a Step 
che faſter. Jonathan, who was ſtuck round with Piſtols, as 
think as an Orange with Cloves, or like the Man in an Alma. 
nack with Darts, was not idle all this while, but took care to 
be well cock d and prim'd; which Part he manag'd under his 

| Great coat. RO WEIR 
As he approach'd nearer, the Man caſt another Look back, 
and immediately knew it rg Wn wy; Upon which he fac'd 
, about manfully, and drawing his Piſtol, bid Fonathan ftand off, 
for he had done with him. Fonathan put on the Fox's Skin, 
and employing all his Oratory, begg'd that they might be 
good Friends, and go abd drink together, ſwearing that he 
dred Men of Courage; and that he deſired nothing but that 
they might be good Friends as before But the yaiaat Cheeſe- 
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manger told him his Mind i u few: Words 3 Jonathan, ſeys he, 


and now I've got Money in my Pockets I am-reſobv'd to go ouer #0 


Holland, and try to pus my ſelf into ſome boneſt Buſineſs," by 


which 1 may get my Living, without Fear or Danger. Jonathan, 
having a Piſtol in his Hand, under his Great Coat, which 


the other could not ſec, ſtill continued his Wheedling, and 
approaching nearer and neater, that he might have à ſure 
Mark, he of a ſudden drew forth his deſperate Hand, and let 
fly 2 Brace of Bullets in the Face of che valiant Chee ſe monger, 
and drawing forth a ſharp Hanger at the ame Inſtant flew up- 
on him like a Tyger, and wich one Blow fell'd him co his 
Horſe's Peet, all weltripg in his Gore And thus having 
obrain'd che Victory, immediately fell ro Plundering 
He found 150 odd Guineas in the  Fellow's. Pockets, with 
ſome Moveables of Value, which having taken, he went to 


the next Town, and enquiring for a Juſtice of Peace, he 


ſurrender'd himſelf, telling him chat he had kill'd a Highway - 
man; and giving Diredion where he had left the Body, the 


Juſtice ſent and had it taken up, when he was known by ſome 


Stage Coachmen and others, to be the ſame that had infeſted 


that Road for ſome Time paſt : Jonathan at the fame Time 
h 


fignifying to the Juftice, that he was the famous Wilde the 
Thief catcher : The Juſtice took Bail for him, and Jonathan 
return'd Home to his Wife loaded with Victory and Plunder. 
' 1 preſume this Story may ſuffice ro let the Reader know by 
what kind of Policy this Machiavel of Thieves ſupply'd his 
Commonwealth with Subjects as faſt as they were cur off ——. — 
Thoſe whom he obſerv'd. ro be active, brisk and couragious, 
he put into his Cavalry; there was another Sett which we 


may call his Dragoons, becauſe they ſerv'd ſometimes on Horſe - 


back, ſometimes on Foot, as was moſt conſiſtent with the Ser- 
vice; theſe ſometimes went forth doubly arm'd, and on the 
wide extended Common attack'd the Stage-Coach in open 
Day; other whiles they laid Ambuſcades, and lying perdue in 


ſome Ditch, ſurpriz'd the unwary Traveller on Foot. 


* 


But as he was a deep Studier of Nature, he knew that Mens 
Talents were different, and that he who had not Courage e- 
nough to bid a Man Stand, upon the Road, might neverthe - 
1 make an excellent Pickpocket; and he took Care that ng 
dn Pars ſhould be mil rb. 1 


— 


. 2 9 bs. 
* — 
8 — 24 Ze r / OL eat AE - > 160 6G; - 


* — A ——. Re — —— * 6 9 N 
— =X — — — << W * 6 9 — ä N — 
r rr r 2 = 


W + EE — Yr er — „„ „„ —— — 
= \ — "IS * — 


— 
2 
— 


21 
D 
- 


— r 
33 
” 


— — 


( 22 ) . A. 


„ he had another Sort of Gentlemen under his Command, 


whom in the Cant or Language of che Profeffion, he diſtin- 


guiſh'd by the Name of Spruce Priggs; theſe were Perſons 


not qualified for the bold and manly Employment of Knock- 
inge down, Houſe breaking, c. but being Perſons of Addreſs 
and Behaviour, were diſpateh'd to Court on Birth- Nights, to 
Balls, Operas, Plays and Aſſemblies; for which Purpoſe they 
were furnifh'd with laced Coats, brocade Waſtcoars, fine Per- 
riwigs, and ſometimes equipp'd with handſom Equipages, 
ſuch as Chariors, with Foormen in Liveries, and alſo Valet de 
Chambres, the Servants being all Thieves like the Maſter. 


This Body of Gentlemen were generally choſen out of 


ſuch as had been Footmen, who by waiting at Tables, and 


frequenting publick Places with their Mafters and Miſ- 
treſſes, knew ſomething of the Addreſs and Diſcourſe uſed 


among Gentlemen; and the better to qualify them to ac- 
quit" themſelves handſomely at Balls, Jonathan ſometimes 
paid a Dancingmaſter to teach them to Dance, after he 
had loſt his own Dancingmaſter, the celebrated Mr. Lun, 
who was hang'd at Kingſton for a Robbery on the Highway. 
There werean other Claſs of the ſame Sort of Gentle- 


men, but who did not ftrike ſuch bold Strokes as the 


other; or, as we may ſay, did not fly at ſuch high Game; 
theſe appear'd commonly like young Mercers or Drapers, 
being always dreſs'd very clean in plain Cloth, good Wigs, 


and good Linnen ; the Places which they haunted moſt, 


were Sadlers Welfs, and all the Hops about the Town : 


They were alſo great Practicers of the Art of Dancing. 


Their Bufneſs was to ptomote Country-Dancing, and 


while the young Fellows and their Girls were very earneſt 
- at their Diverſion, they were to aſbft a Confederate in 


carrying off the Silver-hilted Swords and Canes, if there 
were any;  whilft the Dancer himſelf was to ſtand his 
Ground, always pretending to have loft a Cane, or Hat, 


_  amonft the ref; and making the greateſt Clamour of all. 


The genteeleſt of theſe Sort of Gentlemen ſometimes 
took extraordinary handſom Lodgings; and being attend- 
ed by their ſham Servants, theſe Servants were to give out 


that their Maſter was juſt retorn'd from his Travels; that 


He was a Peer, or at leaſt a Baronet ofa great Eſtate: And 
the better to carry on the Bite, they took Care to aſſume 
ide Name of. ſome Perſon of great Eſtate, who was actual. 


ly 
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Iy Abroad that his Father, or ſome. Relation being lately 


. dead, was the Occafion of his coming over in Haſte, totake 
g Poſleſſion of a great Eftare ; and that his Lerdſhip, or Ho- 
|: nour wou'd not appear, nor have it known he was arriy d, till 


he had put himſelf and all his Servants in Mourniag; where 
; _ ſore a Draper was ſent for, and a yaſt Quantity of fine Cloth 
was agreed for; not only for his own Family, but he was to 
F give Mourning to all his Relations. , As ſoon as the Gloch 
. came in, it was immediately ſent off, being carried away, 
h ſome Accomplices who waited in the Way, and repreſented 
Porters. But if, as it ſometimes happen'd, the Draper cam 

himſeif at the ſame Time with the Cloth, why then his Lord- 
f ſhip was, ſo buſy in his Cloſer, that he. could nor ſpeak ro him 
1 at that Time, but was order'd to call the next Da). . 
. I his Trick has often been play'd in the Streets betwixt.che 
5 


Temple and Somer/et-houſe, the Situation of thoſe Places being 


j * 


dee for making a Retreat by Water. 


8 onat han being one Night at Southwark Fai „ Was obſerv'd 

- to ſir in one of \ bs Booths, in a Corner of the Pit, as much 

, out of Sight as he cou'd; and being ask d by au Acquain- 

5 tance what he was doing there ?—— See that Beau (lays he) 

- in the Side. Box, pointing to a hand ſom young, Fellow, Who 

2 was very Fine, that is one of my People, but the Son of «Whore 

3 has hid himſelf from me theſe two. Months, but I'll frighten. him 

K out of bis Wits; and if you have a mind for a lite Sport, ge 

. to the next Tavern, and 1H divers you——We had .nor be. 

t, | there two Minutes (for I was one of the Company) whe 

E they both entEts; and Junathan immediately, with. many Qaths 

| and Menaces, began to queſtion him where he had deen and 

d what the D- I was the Reaſon he had not come rear him.in 

ſt all that Time? The Beau, in a very great Fright, ſwore, * 
in and curs d, and pray'd, all in a Breath, begging' Jonathan to i 
re forgive him, telling him he cou'd not help it, having been in 

is Jail in Lincolnſhire ; where he went upon a very gen Lay, 

by (that was his Term) for he went down there expecting to 

5 marry a Lady of great Fortune; bur that miſcarrying, that - 
ES he might not loſe his Labour, he Spoke with a Silver Tankird 


d- And ſome Spoons, for which he was committed; however, he 
ut managed it fo well, by the Afiſiatce of aimble Dick, who 


at perſonated his Servant, char nothing Was found upon Him, and 
nd fo me pimps diſcharg'd him; nor our of good Will, 4 
ne EEE EEO: 
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on. his Honour 


: Ae 


Fel 0 t 
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on a Lay ar that Time (if he wou'l let! im 80) that he wi 
Tute'of' g. getting g'aG d-Warch hat Night; and ſwore upon 
E wou 'd brin Fonatban ſome. oney the next Day. 
"Upon theſe Praten and Promiſes, 2nd his paying for 
Bottle of d nat ban ler Him g0—When he was 
0 


whe, nathan told us he was an ingenious pretty Fellow, 
555 jve like a Gentleman s any part of the World; for 
i 4 the! ſt Birth, night he we went to Court as well Equipp 'd 28 


eg iu, 11 body knowing him, he was taken far 

e young Ma Ay Forru e, juſt come ro his Eftare ; his De- 

fig being ro pie] tile fog? Pocker, bur. # t he was hin- 
4d Fa" an! e üpted _by_ a certain, Lady, a Citizen's Wite : 

coſt” -be) dear, 75 ſne loft hier! Bead Watc 

From her 2 told us that he RE We oung 

Lite once, by goog "Management ar his T ral; for he 

thought it was pity Th 4 kes, Fellow ſhou'd be cut off fo 

Joon,;, and: that he . ne a great many hand ſom Things 


8 "Thar e to know 1 onathan what the 
8 110 Fe ow 'w 1 be told 88 was, the Son 4 b 
he 199 5 Boy a Lady of Quality, 2 th 
Foubg, abs, when IS) i Livery; oh char this Lady 
45 e Fiealur vg oman of Intri rhe 
Boy EReputa 1b 1 N a, "ary good, pimp; but the 
Lady ing, put an k. bd eo his Hopes of tifing chat Way ; for 
Aſter ker” Deceat be being out of P Vt he 5 0 187550 
or. Atnbi g 5 cf Boine a ang. g his Bread | 
9785 | 7h, a Ser: Nant 5 lo, that Ng os and light 
6 gaz , Ny Ry Don ee co 80 running 
BIDS ah Tap with ane, *erſon of Quali if ; when I - 
25 an web Fat to meet 1 with m. An: "thinking 
1 tha Fase denk de bürled, and loft to the 
orld ow! h my e Aid it appears 
. AE 8 278 e Beau is ftill. alive, and that 
OR Log e e at the la Ns Inſtallment at 
a vs g Fg Perſon IM. took t e Lady 4 Mn—gs | 
4 jary. gives vs to #rftand, mak, theſe Geatle- 
men 5 n ſea the 5 | 108555 dge, and Exſom, not ſtay- 
15 19 0 117 75 7 from, 526 Yo other, and 
ways throftin 5 8 inte the beſt . any; their 
Bulinechere 14 4 180 N of Rares; and 
| heneyer there ha pp 52 rowd on the Walks, or = the 
285 ong 


wt? 8 


/ 


9 - 
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» 6 FT N 10 warden 40 Ke | 
þ || ſong Rooms, chen it is theſe Gentlemen Work; and the Things 


ſnoù'd happen to be miſs'd while they are in the Room, the 
1 _ Figure they make carcies them off without being fulpecked; 
is || dures has been before obſerv'a, for fear of Accidents, thete 
0 muſt be 2 Footman, not only for State, but for Uſe, Who td 
Ir 0 the Conſequences of 2 Search, receives the Boo 
18 from the Maſter as ſoon as the Werk is done, and conveys It 
:- | _ TheFootman in his Way is its of #5 great Service to 
n- the Commonwealth of Thieves as the Maſter, he is to inſinu⸗ 
: are himſelf into the Acquaigtante of all the Servants Where. 
ever he goes ; from them he is to learn all the Circumſtances 
1g _ and Aﬀairs of their reſpective Maſters. zud Miſtrefles — 

| as what Plate they bring wich them to thoſe Places of Plea- 
0 ſure, when they remove to Town, or to any other Place, an 
þs how they go attended, which are very materia} Advices, fo 
A Intelligence is ſent of all theſe Things to e who takes 
4 Care to have them Spoke with upon the Road, if it be feaſi- 
Mis ble and fafe ; the toorman is alfo ro endeavour to pou 


# 


dy ſome of the Servants he converſes with, and if they are Fel. 

he boat who love Mirth and good Company, they are delighted 

he with em, who fludy to pleafe ; and they are by all means to. | 

or come acquainted with the Servant-Maids who Jive in 1 
Families, and to make Lope ro. ſome one of them; by theſe _ 

ad Meats they not only become acquainted with the Situation of 

% | the Houfe, and know where all the Plate and other rich 
Moyeables are kept; but if one of the Damſels ſhou'd hap- 

en to be captivared with the Perſon, ſhe may be Wrougoae 

b e e e 

wi h ſitcle Hazard or Danger. HT 

Ic tells us farther, That che World was grown fo peery, 


t (tha was his Term e that ingenious Men (meani! «4 
Thieves) PA have hero e er of of = _ 
„ | Dor ger Bread : for there ate nor ſo many Opportunities of 

hs Wotking, as heretofore, there are ſuch a damn'd Number of 
yo. poor Feople more than formerly, that are not worth Rob- -- 
iv. | bivg ; aug choſe char baye made them poor, and got their 
a | Mhney, take fo much care keep ic, ane _are ſo'well guang= © 
* ed, t Hat it is very difficult to come at them; downright Rob⸗⸗- 
bing, or your chance Jobbs are not worth a Farthing; and 


he be thiuks'wirhour Vaviry to himſelf, that if it had nor been 
forthe Confederacy he hid md, the Buſineſs ward have 
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came to nothing; but let them be as Cautious and as Cunning 
as they will, well be more Cunning than they; And tells-you 


? 


a Stratagem of {ome of the Gentlemen, he has the Honour 


to Command There were a parcel of rich Citizens, who 


took a ſingular Pleaſure in ringing Bells, one Day in the Week 
they met and din'd together, and paſrd the reſt of the Day 


5 


In Ringing ; in Summer-Time they trave)'d from Place to 
Place wherever they heard of a good Ring of Bells, ig order 


ro divert themſelves with, Ringing, and to try where were 


the ſweeteſt Bell—— One of our, Gentry found Means of 
getting into their Company z, and one Night when they were 
Yretty warm with Wine, and boaſting of their Excellence in 
inging ; our Spark offer d, that he and five more he wou'd 
bring, ſhou'd Ring with them for two hundred Guineas, pro- 


vided he was to name the Bells; they took him up immedi- 


"ately, and enter'd upon Articles under the Forſeiture of an 
hundred Pound to thoſe that ſhou'd fail, who named Lincoln 
Cathedral, where they agreed to meet by a certain Day. .. 
The Gentlemen and our Spark, with his Confederates met 
very punctually—— When the Gentlemen had ſttipp'd them- 
ſelves, in order to put on their ringing Dreſſes, and while 
they e co try the Bells, one of our People con- 
vey'd away their Cloaths ; when the reſt ſaw him [zfe out, 


2 


they flole off, and mounted their Horſes, which were ready, 


and leſt the Gentſemen to _ebjoy all their Muſick themſelves. 


"This Expedition was worth neat, 300 Pounds in Money; be- 


* 


' l 
By 
* 


a Ine „n 6 4a kin try, 
It farther tells us, Thar a Gentleman had ficted up & Houſe 
in Queen's: Square, in a very handſom Manner, expecting to 
Ler it to ſome foreign Mibiſter, or Engliſh Perſon of (ua- 
lity ; which a3 ſoon, as tus ready, a Fellow was Equipp'd, 


Pho had prov'd himſelf a Man fit for Buſigeſs, in a plain, pear 
\Suir, gold-headed Cane, Snuit-Box, ge: a good. Chariot, wit 
Tuo other Rogues for Footwen. This ſuppos'd Gentleman 


With 


calls vpon' the Landlord, and offers tg Treat with him for the 


Hire of 'a Houſe, which he ſaid, if he lik'd his Terms, he 


would take a Leaſe of for 21 Years; whereupon the Bargain 
Das firuck, and in feu Days the Leaſes were drawn, the 
Rent to be paid at Half ycarly Payments; and the Furniture 


"was promis d by the Squire to be broyghr. in the Nene 
9 following—— The Week after, the Landlord calls at the Houſe 
eee his new Tenant, in order to promote a more intimate 


— F 4 | ; AC: | 


Fr. 


055 Acquiintance, but finds no Body there but a ſhabby old Men? 
£48 and not one Piece of Furniture; but on the contrary, rxwo or = 
bo three of che Marble Chimney-Pieces and Slabs taken down: 
44 He enhquires of the old Man the Meaning of it, who told 
> him his Mafter order'd it, for he did not like the Faſhion of 
25 'em, and was pleas d to have them alter d. The Landlord 
"a norm add like 2 Madman, bid him get out of the Houſe, and 
92 vow'd neither he nor his Maſter ſhould have any Thing ro do 
* rhere ; but at length was pacify'd, upon his aſſuring Him his 
4 Mafter deſign d nothing but what was Honourable, and would 
din make him all the Satisfaction he could defire ; and that the 
ud next Day at Noon he would come himſelf and direct what he 
N would have done: Whereapon he went away, and returning 
dis the next Day as the Fellow had appointed, he mee's ſome 
gf Nen at the Door, carrying our Two Chimney-Glaſſes, and ſe- 
= veral Pictutes chat had been fix'd to the Pannels over the 
as Chitnniey*Plecer, which he ſtop'd ; but the''Squire'happening 
Ber Himfelf to be in the Houſe, but without his Chariot or Foot- 
5 men, required to know by what Authority he ſtopt the Goods 
ile from going where he ſent them: Why, Sir, ſays #he' Land- 
355. lord, are ther not my own ? What, wou'd you pull my Houſe 
but, down before my Face, and ſend it G—— knows Where: 
dy, Why is not your own Furniture brought home as you appoint- 
og ed? Fir, ſays the Tenant, I have had two Children fick of the 
. Small Pox, which hinder'd me from moving fo ſoonas 1 ex- 
Sit . To-morrow ſome of my Goods will be here. 
Nite But what are you doing, replies the Landlord, with theſe that 


5 — 


7 I | / 15 K 
b * "© * > 
F wh * * 
95 * + bk 
: 4 ; .. ; 
* 
* p * 


you fend away? Why, ſays he, 1 am for fitring up Things 


according to my own Fancy, and I don't matter the Expence 
of it; foras Talter the Chimney-Pieces to another Form, the 


_ Glaſſes muſt be made to anſwer them, and the Frames of the 
vith Pictures I ſhall have made wider, to ſquare with rhe Glaſſes. 
man When I firted up this Houſe, ſays tbe Landlord, I thought it 
the might have ſerv'd any Man of Quality in the Kingdom. 
” he That might be, ſaid the *Squire: again, VII have Things 
gain done agreeable to my Humour, for all that: When your 
"the | Rents due, III pay it; and when my Leafe is expit d, ſhall 
ture | lea xe the Houſe in as good Condition as I have found it. 
ſas 8 The Landlord finding it in vain to oppoſe him, and | 
ute wWithal, that he had promiſed, that ſome of his Goods 
nate | _ would certainly be brought to the Houſe the next Day; 
Ac: Which he hoped would be ſome Security for what he might 
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poſibiz ſuffer by the Alterations the Tenant was making, 


e waited till then, and came again to the Houſe 5 but 
was ſtill more provoked, to ſee that all the Furniture that 
was brought, conſiſted of two old Chairs and a Table, not 

orth n Crown; and they had in the mean time been 

d expert in making the Alterations, (as they calld it,) 


that they had took down a yery fine new Stair-caſe, and 
the Wainſcot of the beft Room. Whereupen the Land- 
Jord, JoJo himſelf really trick d, arreſts the Tenant in 
an Action of 500.1. But. Tradthan \Zot the Squire bail'd, 
and order'd his Attorney to ſummon the Plaintiff before 
a Judge, to ſhew Cauſe of Action; which he failing to do, 
wasoblig'd to take common Bail: But this not anſwering 
Bis Purpoſe, the Landlord files a Bill in the Exchequer 
upon which the Tenant prefers a croſs Bill, obliging him 
to anſwer to ſeveral Points, particularly the Letting the 
Houſe to him; which as he could not deny, the-Landlord's 


Bill was diſmiſs'd with Coſts of Suit; and the Suit at 


Fan Law went againſt him alſo, by Default: And the 
enent going to Work again, upon the Premiſſes, the 


Jandlora: thought fir to make Oyertures of Agreement, viz, 
SJ 


That upon a Surrender of his Leaſe, and giving up the 


Poſſeſſion of the Houſe, in the Condition it was then in, 


he would. pay all his Charges, and releaſe him from all 
Damages whatſoever : Which, fince there was no more to 
be ſent, the Terms were accepted of; and ſo 
tbe Landlord, beſides a Year and a half's Rent, fat down 
at 400 L. Loſs, > "2": - | 6.71 ans n > 45 74 I 4 . | | 

Soon after this, the ſtealing Shopkeepers Account-Books 
was grown a confiderable Branch of the Thieving Trade; 
of which Jonathan's Diary gives us one Inſtance, which is 


[0 


Street, had his Books flole; and applying to him, offer d 
Ten Guineas to have them reſtor'd: The Priggs, ſays he, 
were in my Ken, that imd em out of his Swag. To ex- 


| Plain this Language, it means, that the Thieves were then 


in his Houſe, that ſtole them out of the Shop. But to go 


on with the Stoxy in plain Terms; Jonathan went into the 


Room where they were, and made the Report; but they 


. itting in Council, with two or three others of the ſame 
Squadron, tho! not in that Detachment, declared that 


X ot ar 


they 


5 . 
hey thought the Books were really worth twenty z that % 
return to the Owtiers, which, Jenethan notify'd ro. the Mer- 
chant : Bur in ſhort, the Agreement was filteen. But then 
aroſe a Diſpute about the Deſixery; Jonathan propos d that 
he ſhould leave, the Money behind him, and the Books be 
brought to his Houſe ; which he ſcrupling, Jonathan ſaid to 
him, Si, do you _queſtion-my. Honour? I (corn to do an ill Thing 
by any Man. No Sir, anſwer'd he, by.no Mtans ; and then rea- 
dily laid down the Money, and went his Way: And before 
he got home himſelf, the Books were at his Houſe, | Which 


| feryes to ſhew How far Jonathan ': Honour was to be depended 


ok. id vo eoune } Tet 1) ++ deln 
Within three Weeks the ſame Gentleman came to Fong- 


than's Houſe upon the very ſame Bufineſs, for his Shop- 


Books were gone again; and he would fain have had 5 Gui- 
neas bated this time, becauſe of his having been à Cuſtomer 
before; but Fonathan ſaid, *rwas, nothing to him : If the 

Gentleman, . he, will take five Shillings, I ſhall agree tot. 
So, in ſhort, he paid down his Money, like a fair Dealer, 
and was going home, as before; but Fonethancall'd him back, 
and aiking him how, and in what Part of his Shop, the Coun- 
ting houſe was built ? He told him *ewas next the Street, and 
the Door open'd within - ſide, behind. the Counter. Why, 

Jays Jonathan, you are quite wrong, you'll never keep your | 
Books, if that's the Caſe: But I'll come To- morrow myſelf 


and ſee ir, and then I'll adviſe you what's proper to be done. 


The next Day Jonathan comes to Themes: ſtrees, (the Bocks 
having been ſent before) and meets with the Merchanc at 


Home: He takes a Survey of the whole Affair, and adviſes 


the old Counting · houſe to be pull'd down, and à new one £0 


4 
: 


be exected at the farcher End of the Shop, and to break ont a 


Sky light orer Head; this, he ſaid, would be the only Con- 
trirance to make all ſaſe; this was done accordingly ; 2d 
yet hardly a Month happen'd, before it was again attack d 
with the ſame. Succeſs, and coſt him the ſame: Sum over 
again, to get ir out of Fonathan's Purga 


1's rory. The Manner of 
the Adventure is as follows: A Gentleman well dreſs d, 


Vatch d his Opportunity, and came into the Shop, and ask'd 


if Mr, ———— was at home? Whereupon he was taſd that 
he himſelf. was che Perſon, Sir, ſays he, I have two or three 
Words to ſpeak with you in private; and ſo walks with him 
towards his Counting-houſe: The Hop · Merchant 0002: * 
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fitft, expecting the Gentleman wou'd have follow'd, in order 
to declate his Buſineſs ro him there; bur inſtead of that, he 
only Teaches out hi Hand to the Desk, upon which the above- 
mentioned Books lay, aud rakes them away, and ar che ſame 
Taſtaor ſnuts che Door, locks it upon the flop-Draler, and 


walks off very leiſure ß. n 
Pyonathen about this time had one of his beſt Hands deſert- 
ed him, and yet the Fellow ſtill did Buſineſs, as Mr. Wilde 

' Found by his Books, and the Accounts that came in. His 
Clerk minured down a Gold Wateh, 4 Pair of Diamond Ear- 
Rings, wich ſeveral other Things of leſs Value, which were 
made, that is ſtole in their Linguage, by this Fellow, and yet 
he had miſi'd ſeveral Mufters; and Fonarbyn.” nor auy of his 
People, had heard one Syllable of him for above three 
"Months, any other wife that fach and ſuch” Things were ſpoke 
_ "with, which he knew muft be by the Devil or this Raſcal, 
therefore, he ſaid, twas time to rake him off: Whereupon 
he was continualliy upon che Hunt for him, but as he kept 
Company with no other of the Profeſſion, it was a difficult 
Mitter to get Intelligence of him: At length he got Informa · 
„„ © EEE HOOD HH WT x 
Mr. Wilde immediately procured my Lord Chief Tuftice's 
Warrant, and taking two or three Conſtables with him, about 
Four in the Morning befer rhe Houſe, which was in Biſhopſ- 
gate: ſtreet; He headed the Pofle, with a Piſtol in each Hand, 
 « and up Stairs he goes to his Room, tcho' not ſo ſilently, but 
thit the Fellow heard him upon the Stairs, and therefore he 
gets up, and puts on his Breeches, Stockings, and Shoes, by 
that time Fonathan had wrench'd open the Poor; upon fighr 
of whom, he gave a Spring our of the Window, which was 
one Story high, and came down into a little Yard, from 
thence leap'd over a Wall into the Street, and rau croſs the 
Way into a Linnen-Draper's Houſe, whoſe Door happen'd to 
ſtand open. At that time the Servanrs of the Houſe were 
waſhing below Stairs, to whom the Fellow begs for Protecti- 
on, for that he was purſu'd by Bailiffs, and it he ſhould be 
taken, he muſt inevitably be ruin'd and undone. The poor 
credulous Women 'pity'd the Man's Caſe, aud told him he 

- ſhould ſtay with them, till rhe Blood-ſucking Villains were 
Sone. Jonathan and the Conſtables, as ſoon as they ſaw the 
Man fly our of the Window, were not long behind him; but 
"as much Hafte as they made down Stairs, they faw _— 

bd Fr — ſs 


11 75 and at laft ſpyd this Linnen Draper's Door open; 


0 31.) 


leaſt Shadow of him, either in the d LP ox. in, che- Sears 
which prodigiouſſy ac priz d them ut Jonas han peerd 


e goes over, "cquaints the Gentleman with What had hap- 
gend, and, aſſures him, the Rogue could be no Where bur in 
u his Houſe ; he Taid, he had ſeen no ſuch Perſon, and that 
had not been from the Shop above a Minute. Sir, fays 
mal han, that was the very time he ſlipt in, give me. Leaue o 


| Houle for him. Which, being ng granted,” he went into the Walh- 


Houſe, where, for a good while, they deny'd they ſaw any 
uch Perſon, will being, informed he was 1. Debtor, but a 
Hignwaymat and Houſe- breaker, they own'd the Marter, and 
told Mr. “ lde, the Man he look d for was in the Coal- Hole 
under the Stairs; whereypon he rakes a_ Candle, calls afl his 
Mirmidons about him, and goes into the Coal- Hole, but no 
Highwayman was there; then he ſearches round the Cellar, 


Kitchen, and in ſhort, every Place where he thought a Man 


could be concear'd,. bur no Body was to be ſeen. Fonathan 
own'd he never was ſo foil'd in all the Courſe of his practice 
before; he came up and told rhe Maſter of the Houſe there 
was no Body there”; : The Linneg- Draper gave them to know 
that if any, Man weht dogih Sraits, he muft be there fil, #63 
he was ſure 90 Body. had come np from thence, he haying 
fiay'd i in light ever fit Ince; and perſwaded Fonathan to 
down again, 3 and look into all che Waſhiog: Tubs, 97 + 
down they went again, and finding. one of the Tubs ſſabdin 
Lotta upwards, k le turn'd it up, and there they found po 


Culprit, - Fongthan had no Parietce, but flew upon him like 


a_Tyg er. 250 treacherous Dog, ſaid he, where are the Dia- 
won CTar-Ring, and Gold Watch you flole at ſuch a Place? 
— Du. We, 00 Villain, you cheating Son of a Whore, 
Tn hang you, if ere's never another W in England, My 


a N ile Raſcal... 


We muſt remark hake, that the” Fonzthan | in the main us 4 
to. talk up the Gentlemen of his Game, to be generally brighe 
lever Fellows, yer when he was avgry 'with ſome of them, he 
would own there were Scoundrels of the Profeſſion. 

Notwithſtandiog this Bounce of Fonathan's, the Ptifover 


underflood how to loſten his Temper, and thereupon whil- 


1105 him ro go up to his Lodging, and look behind the Hea: 


z the Bed, which Fonathan did, telling the People of che 


dale, FE muſt 80 up Stairs for the F Fellow SLING N | 


. mm; ran, 
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Fete, fo that he though nt ught fit to buy his is. Peace 3 at the Frier 


a none of th 2 were able 70. give Tone, phat | 


| plying with rhe Condition: 
Tun mad, and H——n entirely 


* N 


e 
. ght down along wich him, and in 4 Hole 
toner directed him to, he found à Gold 1 wt two fi ſilver | 
ones, Rings, and, other Mane of Value, Which he put into 
is owh Pocker ;, and the Priſoner being carried before a Ju- 
ice, was committed on, Suſpicion of clony, and the next 
ons ho Body appearing againſt him, he w. ; diſchar] ged. 
he Succeſs that Tal dan went on with in his inch, 


PLL 3 him famoys'all over Landen; and he made uſe of fe- 


yera) little Arts to make himfelf appear conſiderable co diſtane 
Parts of che Kingdom, particnlarly % ſome. Printers of News. 
pers, and Dying. Speeches, whom he preyail'd on to give 
im a Character therein, in which he was generally ſtile 
5 Carcher General 0 Great-Britain. His Houſe was hand- 
fut niſned, $4 ct out. wich Plate, Pictures, rc. and 
whewhis ite appeir'd abroji „it way generally with a Foot, 
man in a fine lac d Livery, He alſe kept a Country- Houſe; 
dress a well, and in Company affected an Air of Grandeur,” 
2 Wealth that he was ſuppos d to have amaſy'd; {1 
eſs, made ſeycral, Perſons look upon him with avy; 
and ſome well enou h acquainted: in the ec Arts, at- 


pred ro fer up again, him a few Years che Principal 
| e Obs. 1 mY art Th” "Ri ent, an 
Potney, ah "Pet whoſe chief eit for ſhe $0 t 
:enſions rarhis Pract ce, was his having ſacc Ieioufty 1 
Jsnjouſly | Pairs open)! the Royal Ng he ee and to! 
[ ommunjon- Plate, and it | 
. ed hay et 


i, Th laſt and Fonatban, wrote Pamp 
r was en Ft v then berween 8 rien 5 5 t 

i laying himſell tog open, | 
1 Cudgels.of the Ca HI Aiko he 19220 


10 50 


2 Sum of Money. 


rable Diſturbance i in "bi tice. on rhe contra 

Means ſoon afrer co. * Riaule d—n cranfporced” or 185 ed 

his Pa on co make e 
to quit hits fetenſtons. | 221 

Wherefore he tarn'd himſelf ag Ny to his Buſiteſfs——and 

as 5 are enumerating how, many pe ele o Thieves he had 

un 55 his Command, we ſhall nts that part of our Story. 

There were another „er of Sentry under his Comma 

| Buſineſs 1 it Was to loiter about the Irects in the . | 

time; 
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he time; and as Servants. who go of ſhort Errands to a'Chand- 
er ler's. Shop, or Bakers, are apt to leave the Door a- jar, (as 
to they call it) they were to whip in, and ſeize upon the neut 
Thing that was portable, and bring ir off. They generally 
peep'd in, to ſee that no Body was in the Fore-parlours, and 
if by chance any Body ſhou'd ſurprize them, they were ready 
to enquire if ſome Perſon with a ſtrange Name did not live 
there; tho' it ſeldom. falls out ſo, ' becauſe they generally do 
| their Buſincſsiin a Minute. 8 
Theſe ſort of People ſometimes go in Liveries, and ſome- 
times drefs'd like Ticket. Porters with Silver Badges either 
upon their Coats, or about their Necks; one of them ſome. 
time ſince whip'd iato a Houſe in King · Sereet neat Long-Acre, 
which is divided into Tenements, the People furniſhing their 
own Lodgings, and going directly up two Pair of Stairs, from 
whence he ſaw a Woman who inhabited jr, come down, he 
eafiiy pur back the Lock, and finding nothing in the Room of 
any Value, except the Bedding, he ry'd it all up; and was 
carrying ir off, when the Owner happen'd to meet him at the 
lower- end of the Stairs, and asking him where he was carry- 
ing that Bedding, he anſwer'd without Hefitation, that he 
brought it from Mr. the Upholſterer, aud was carrying 
it to ſuch a one, but I find they don't live here: Oh, ſays the + 
Woman, they live at next Door, thank you Miftreſs, ſays the 
Fellow; and before ſhe got up Stairs, to find it was her own 
| 2 had got into a Hackney Coach, and carried it 2M 
Theſe people ſometimes went diſguis'd like, Chairmen in 
great Coats and Harneſs; and a couple of them meeting to-; | 
gether, ſisle the young Ducheſs of ' Mariborough's Chair, as 
her Grace was viſiting at Mrs. HS——7's in Piccadilly, her 
Chairmen and Footmen being gone to a neighbouring Ale» 
houſe ; one of her Servants thought immediately of apply. - 
ing to Mr. Wilde, who told him, that if he wou'd leave Len 
Guineas, he might have the Chair the next Day; the Man 
made ſome Difficulty of leaving the Money before - hand, but 
Mr. Milde told him he was 2 Man of Honour, and fcorn'd to 
wrong him; and indeed his Character was by this Time eſta- 
bliſh'd as a Man that dealt honouradly in his Way; ſo that 
the Man ventur d at laſt to leave the Money: Whereſore Mr. 
_ Wilde bid him direct the Ducheſs's Chairmen to attend che 
Morning Prayers at A” aha and there they __ 
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(34) 
find the Chair; which the Fellows did accordingly, and the 
found the Chair, with: che Crimſon Velvet Cufhions and i- 
mak Curtains all ſafe, and unhurt. \ "| _ 
- He frequently drew our 1 of ſome of his cle- 
vereft Fellows, whom he ſent out upon Command to County 


Fairs; upon which Occafion he. generally march'd out him- 


ſelf; and common People ſeeing Jonathan there, were the 
more careleſs ; becauſe he always gave out, that he came to 
take ſome Rogues whom he ſuſpected to be there, and the 
People had à Notion that his Preſence frighten'd a way the 
Thieves; and to countenance this Belief, he went doubly and 
trebly arm'd, and often wore Armour under his Cloaths, 
which he took care to ſhew in all Companies; being attend. 
ed by three or four, and ſometimes half a Dozen Fellows by 
way of Garde du Corps, as it all the Thieves in England, had 


vo d to ſacrifice him. 


This Grimace took verſt well, for it gave him an Opportu- 
nity of protecting and catrying off the Booty which was made 


in theſe Fairs; and if any of his Party was in Danger of be- 


ing taken, theſe rmidons of his, who paſs'd for his Body 
Guard, were to run into the Crowd, and under Pretence of 
aſftiſtivg the People, who were about to ſeize ſuch Rogues, 
were to try to ſhuffle off, and favour their Efcape. —_ 
In fine, his Bufineſs was to pur a falſe Gloſs upon Things; 
and to make Fools of Mankind; yet, hen he had a Mind 
to be merry, to drink his Bottle, and to laugh at the World, 
he talk'd with too much Freedom of himſelf, and his own 
Management, and not without fome Vanity; of which there 
are a thouſand Inſtances: We ſhall give one, becauſe it is 
hort A certain Tradeſman, @ very honeſt Man, tho' of 


Jonathan Acqua intance, going into a Tavern, where he ex- 


| petted to meet ſome Company, by Miſtake went in where 
Jonathan was drinking with ſome merry Fellows; the Tradeſ- 
man was about to draw back, but Jonathan preſs'd him to ſer 
down and take 2 Glaſs with them; the Tradeſman was a lit- 
\the angry with Fenat han for the following Reaſon; about 2 
Week before, paſſing rhro' a Country- Fair, he ſaw. Jonathan 
2 Horfeback, and asking him how he did, Jonathan damn d 
him, and bid him not trouble him with impertinent Queſti- 


ons; thereſore, the Tradeſman deſic'd to know the Reaſon 


. why Jonathan ſaap'd him up in that rude; angry Manner, 
"When he had ſpole to him ſo civilly ? 2 .de, lays Fonathan, 


Ws | you 


bs 


 youdiſtord'd me in my Buſineſs, for 7 bad a that Time twenty | 


Pair of Hands at Work. 


And indeed, he employ'd Hands in all ſorts. of works; ſo 
that according ro the Author of the Fable of tbe Bees, he was 
a gteat Benefatior to Trade; for as ſome of our News-Papers 


have obſerv'd, he kept in Pay many Artiſts for the altering 
of Watches and Rings z ſo he alſo kept a kind of Magazine, 


or Armory, of all kiod of Inſtruments us'd in Thievery; a 
Picklocks, Files, Saws, and Engines for forcing Doors, Win- 

dos, Oc. which he made no Secret of ſhewing, pretending 

he found them upon ſuch and ſuch Houſe-breakers whom he 


had taken and convicted, cho' it is certain he did not ſuſſer 


them to grow ruſty for want of Uſe; for he never went into 


1 Houſe, but like an Engineer, he wou'd view on which ſide 
ir might be atrack'd with the moſt Advantage, aud he knew 


better Things, than to ſend his Men upon Actions withoue 


Arm.. f 91. LIES 
Sometimes Fonathan ſpoke in the Stile of a Privce; as when 
the Son of Mrs. Knap, who was murther'd by 2 Footpad, 


near Gray g. Inn Wall, went to him; to defire his Aſſiſtauce in 
raking the Murderer, and putting Ten Guineas in his Hand for 


his Encouragement, with a Promiſe of Forty more when the 
Work ſhon'd be done; | 
might depend he wou'd produce the Villain; fer, ſays he,'T 
never pardon Murder And indeed, he was as good as his 


Word, for he ſeiz d the Fellow at the Jeruſalem. Tavern in 
Clertenwell, and he was hang ed the Seſſions ſollo wing. 


o 


' Whillit he went on with this Tide of Succeſs, and ſeem'd co 


carry the World before him, an ill Wind aroſe; which blew: 
from a certain Corner of the La, and which feem'd to threa- 
ren the Overthrow of his Common wealth For dit Wm 


T——ſon obſerving what Miſchiefs aroſe from the Practice 
of receiving ſtolen Goods, and returning them again ro*the 


Proprietors for ſuch Sums of Money 2 the Receiver ahd 


Burglaries and felonies. 


Jonat han anſ werd him gravely, he 


Proprietor agreed upon, which Money no doubt muſt be di- 

vided betwixt the Receiver and Thief: thought of putting an 
end to ir, by bringing à Bill inte the Houſe of Commons, for 
the more effectual tranſporting of Felons,” aud for preventing 


And we are we. J informed, that afier this Act had -paſs'd, - 


the Rt was pleas'd to fend for Wilde to admeniſh him, 


and let him know the Danger and Hazard of purſuing the 


E 2 lame 


A 


—_ 


ſame Courſe of Life any longer, and recommended to bim 
to detect Rogues and bring them to Juſtice ; promiſing, upon 
that Condition, to give him all Encouragement, reminding 
him of what conſiderable Sums he had got that Way already, 
by which he might judge that he might get ſufficient ro keep 
him by doing good Service to the Publick, and living honeſtly. 
Whether theſe good Admonitions, or the Fear of this new 
Law, wrought upon his Conſcience, is uncertain; but there 
was a ſudden Damp pur upon ail his Buſineſs, his Books were 
ſhut np for ſome Weeks, and he grew ſo abſtemiom, that he 
refuſed feveral Sums offer d him for the Recovery of Things 
ſtolen. . Yer, he did net break off all Acquainrance and 
Correſpondence wich his old Friends, the Thieves; on. the 
contrary, having the Command of ſome Money, he gare 
them ſome ſmall Matters (juft what he-pleas'd) for what old 
Nick had ſent them in their Way, and depofited the Goods 
up in a Warehouſe, 1 ae; Amr 
In the mean time, all Wilde's Acquaigtance were inquiſicive 
to know hat he intended to turn himſelf to; for they took 
it for granted, that this new Act had quite cut him out of his 
former Buſineſs; having 4 Notion that he was too Cunning 
ever to venture himſelf within the Clutches of the Law 
It was about this time, that he projected the carrying 
on a Trade to Holland and Flanders; and thereupon pur- 
chas'd a Sloop, and put in one Rager 7 — ſon to command 
her, who had long been one of Jonat ban's clever Fellows. 
He carry'd over Gold Watches, Rings, Plate, and now 
and then a Bank or Goldſmith's Note, that had been poke 
with by the Way of the Mail. His chief Trading Port 
was Oſtend, where he is particularly well known; from 
thence he uſually travell'd up to Bruges, Ghent, Bruſſels, 
2nd other great Towns, where he brought bis Toys and 
Jewels to Market, and then return'd to his Sloop, took in 
4 Ladingof Hollands, and other Goods, and came back to 
the River of Thames. V 


, 


IIt is not to be expected that Jonathan and Roger would let 
any one ſhare in the profits of ſuch an honourable Profeſſi- 
on ; it would have been inconſiſtent with their Practice, 
Who never paid any thing, to pay Cuſtom; that woul 
have deen reflected u pon as idle and fooliſh : No, the Car- 
goe came generally ſafe to Land the firſt Night; and at a 
| tertaip Houſe, within 40 Miles of Ne wing on- Buis, pat 
WWW 


7 N 


d 
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he ever did in Contempt o 


TTT 
part of the dark Buſineſs was acted ; where Councils wete- 8 
ſecretly held, and Projects forme. 
Kager drove on this Buſineſs but two Years, which was 
owing to an Accident he himſelf was the Occaſion of It 


happen d, that by ſome Negligence or other, two Pieces 


of Holland were loft in the ſhipping them for England, 
which, when he arriv'd, he ſtopt out of his Mate's Mages, 
making him pay for the whole Loſs. This ſo provok'd the 
Mate, that he went immediately and gave Information of 
Jonathan's running ſuch Quantitizs of Goods. Whereup- 
on the Veſſel was exchequer'd in the River, and he was 
oblig'd to ſtand a Trial with the King, in which he was 
caſt in 700 l. Damages; and ſo his I rade was put an End 
to in that particular. Maxx... 
This Stop brought Jonathan again to Conſide ration; he 
ſoon miſs'd his Returns from. Oſtend, and having three 
Wives living, and always a Scraglio of Miſtreſſes, to main - 
tain, according fo his Rank; -and being frequently im- 
N and teaz d by People Who had been robb'd, to 
lp them to their Goods, he ventur'd to dabhle à little 
again; but with great Caution, and for none but ſuch as 
he took to he Men of Honour ; everynow and then bring; 


ing an Offering to the Gallows of ſome idle Raſcal ho did 
not mind his Buſineſs, and who, according to his Notions, 
was fit for nothing but hanging... 


Finding no bad Conſequence to proceed from bis new 
Practice, it made him bolder and bolder, ſo that he began 
to think he might go on as before, and that he ſhould be 
connived at; in a ſmall time carrying on his Frade with 
very little Caution, he went publickly down to the late 
Inſtallment at Windſor, accompanied by his Lady Madam 


Pilde, attended by a Couple of Footmen in laced Li veries; 


and the Detachment he commaaded don upon that Occa- 
ſion, made as good a Figure, both for Dreſs and Equi page, 
as any Peaple: here.. outs 49, nec 
As there was à very great: Booty brought off ſafe-from 
that Expedition, Mr. Vilde had more than ordinary Court 
made to bim by People of Faſhion of both Sexes, who ſol. 
licited hard to have their Jewels, Watches, Ge. return'd 
u pon a reaſonable Comoſition; and his open Way of 
treating upon this ane was the moſt impudent thing 
the late Act He ar | 
| i 
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(3 . 
ed fo faras to break off with ſeveral People, becauſe they 


wou'd not come up to his Terms; and he conſiderably ad · 
vanced the Price of ſtolen Goods; for whereas at firft he 


took no more for any Thing of Plate than it's Value in 
| Weight, now he would make People pay ſometing for the 


Faſhion alſo, otherwiſe they ſhou'd ineyer have them; in- 
tending to ſend them over into Holland, where they might 
come tba better Market. 2 


Tet no Proſecution follow'd' all theſe *daring Procee- 


dings ; which made him think, no doubt, that he could do 
avy Thing; yet he had not long ago a narrow Eſcape, as 
we ſhall ſhew-by the following Relation. 

+ Jonathan, litting one Day at an Inn in Smzthfield, ob. 
ſerv'd a large Trunk in the Yard, and imagining there 
might be ſome Things of great Value therein, he im- 
mediately went home, and order'd one Rann, a notorious 
Acquaintance, to habit himſelf like a Porter, aud endea- 


vour to ſpeat with it; Rann obeys his Maſter's Commands, 


and accordingly ſucceeds. - The Trunk belong'd to Mr. 
Jaruis, a Whip maker in that Neighbourhood; who was 
ſending it doun to àa Dealer in the Country. There was 


in it a great Quantity of rich Linnen, and other Things 


ſor a Wedding. Upon Mr. Ferv:s's applying to de after 
many Delays, he had moſt of the Goods again for ten Gui- 
neas. But ſoon after Wilde and Rann falling out, he got 


him baogd: And the Day before his Execution, he ſent 
for Mr. Jarvis, and related to him the above Partieulars: 


But Mr. Fatvis dying ſooh after, Jonathan had che good 
Luck to beirn more of the Mattern. 


But nom it was decreed; by Providence, that Jonathan 


ſhould reign no longer, he; was infatuated to do a' Thing 
which brought on his Deſtruct ion Certain Perſons 
baving Information where a couſiderable Quantity of rich 
Goods lay, ſuppoſed to be ſtol'n, obtain'd a Warrant for 
the Seizure of them; which was accordingly dane: Tho' 


Jonathan did not go and claim the Goods as his on, he 


had the Aſſur ance to take out an Action, in the Name of 

Roger Jobnſton, to whom he pretended the Goods belong'd, 
and arteſted rhe Perſon or Perſons whoſeiz'd them. Thus 
he pretended to recover thoſe Goods by Law, for poſſeſſing 


1 3 ils 1 hk 


A pro- 


iin 55 


V bich (if they were found upon him) the Law would hang 
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„„ 
A Provgediag ſo bare-faced and impudent, put certain. 
Prrſons upon finding out Means of bringing, ſo fturdy a 
Rogue to Juftice : He was threaten'd aloud, which occaſi- 
on'd a Report all over the Town, that he was fled from 
Juſtice z upon which Occaſion he publiſh'd a bullying Ad- 
vertiſement in ſome of the News Papers, offering a Re- 
ward of ten Guineas to anv Perſon who ſhovld diſcover 
the Author of. ſuch a ſcandalous Report; at the ſame time 


he run into all publick Places to ſhew himſelf, and let the 


World ſee that he was not run away as was reported 
Yet, in the midſt of all his bluſtering, he was ſciz'd and 


committed to Newgate. 


There are ſome other Circumſtances in this Story; but 
as we had it only from his owu Mouth,: that he was mali- 
cious againſt the Perſons concern'd, and endeavour d io 
aſperſe them, we ſhall ſav no more of it, | ww 

We cannot forbear obſerving fomerhing very remarka. 
ble in the Fare of this Fellow: Firſt, that he had Opportu - 
nicies of eſcaping after he knew that a Proſecution was de- 


 fign'd againtt him ; and Secondly, that the Fact for which he 


died, was committed whilſt a Priſoner in Newgate z for he 
was fo blind, as to imagine, that the taking but ten Guiness 
for the Recovery of the Lace, when the M oman offer d 15 0 
20, and refuſing to accept of any Thing for his own Trouble, 
and alſo that palliating Speech he made her, that he did theſe 
Things ouly to ſerve poor People who had been wrong'd, would 
have been V ircumſtances in his Favour, when he ſhould come 


upon his Trial; not conſidering that he directiy by this Acti- 


on incurr'd the penalty of the Act of Parliament before quo- 
ted; which is a Proof, that all his former Cunning and Saga- 
city forſook him, when he wanted ir moſt, and makes good 
that Seving —— Quem Jupiter vuls perdere, dementat prins — 
A firſt takes away the Underftanding of him whom he 
13 a Mind to dera. ! „ 
1 believe no Maſetactor ever flood his Ground ſo long, 
committing every Day Acts of Felony in Sight of the World x; 


| fo that we ſind in fiſteen Years he had receiv'd near ten 
Thouſand Peoutids for his Dividend of ſtoln Goods return'd, be- 
ſides. Advaaitages of thoſe never return. 


Bur Vengeance at length overtook him, and ſrom the Mi- 
nute of his being ſeiz d, his Senfe and Re ſolution fail'd ; aor 
was he ſpirited up by the Hopes of & Reprieve, which ſome. 
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= Won de Toy” becauſe; he aud — are ſuppocd ro de 10 


eav 10 m Wa 8. with] 7 apa ric 
d fuch * 1 Humour about, i they were tr — le 


ge to e ich others Practice. N he 
all not trouble the Readers with any Thing. which 


_ Has Aready, deen made 'Fablick, concerning this exeraordina- 


y Fellow; Who Was made ſo much Noiſe in the World; but 
Me conclude, "wich obſerving chat whoever had ſeen him in 
2 Gaiery »f his Life, when a his Rogyeries were ſucceſsful; 
and had alſo been Wirgefs of his deplorable State of [Mind 
uſter hun Condemnation, might have drawn a Leſſon of Mora- 


| At is, which. perhaps might We been of uſe. to an 


1 0 hive! ſeen one remefkable for the Gaiery of his 
Temptr; tor a vaſt Depth of Cunning, as well a Hardneſs 
ang. perf! Courage, 10 chang'd at the Apprehenſions of 
hing Death, and the great Account Which is to 
chen ro have ren him under « e greateſt Diſtractions and 
Horrors -of Mind, that human Nature is capable of ſuffering, 
wol d be oohvinc d, that Virtue only can give true Trangquility,. . 
and nothing can anne a a en be TOE 7 9 
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